
and formscrcated by the-hm, datafromprcvious projects 
were tntcrtd into the database aad the data manipgation tools 
wtrc piEoi tested. When the mearch tools wtre r i f m d  they 
were used as part of the data eaby proccss in the current 
archival rc3carch on the wad of Advocates for National 
Rccrcation Services. This tnabIcd the researcher to entcr 
rcfcrcncts and notes about thc archival materials d i i y  into 
fhc database, at the archives and have the data available for 
analysis much more quickly than was previou~ly possible. 

Tht purpose of this poster session is t6 tnco~ra& djiscussioa 
of the valut and use of computers and this particular tool. 

COMPUTER ASSISTED RESEARCH TOOLS IN 
RECREATION HISTORY 

S.E. Murkham (Acadia Universi~, Canada) 

While some historiaus may view the use of ~omputcrs as mere 
elcctroeic gadgets, in this project they were viewed as useful 
tools to assist in the collection, storage ztnd manipulation of 
data. Of those thiec uses, the most important ones were collw- 
tion and storage, with the manipulatioa of data being driven, 
not by the c o m p u t c r p r o ~  but by the rtswchcr's question- 
ing and d e s b  for s p d y  retrieval of information for analysis. 

"Q&A Vmi w 4.0" Database and Word W s s o r  was select- 
ed for this work. Using the u Q W  program and the database 


