Animal Behaviour (BIOL 3143 X2 / 3140L X2), a learning odyssey
Personnel (roles), location, phone number, email, webpage
Dave Shutler (Leader and protagonist), Biology 430, 585-1354, dave.shutler@acadiau.ca, acadiau.ca/~dshutler/homepage.htm
Tanya Morse, Dawn Miner (Animal Care Facility villainesses), Biology 134, 585-1188, tanya.morse@acadiau.ca, dawn.miner@acadiau.ca
Prerequisites:  Sense of Humour (DAVE 101) and Biology Core, or PSYC 3133, or permission of Dave
Recommended:  Vertebrate Physiology II (BIOL 3183)

Lectures:  Tue and Thu 1000-1130 (Slot 12) in Huggins 143
Labs:  Tue 1330-1630 (Slot 27) in Biol 210 and other locations; attendance COMPULSORY
Office hours:  Wed 0830-1130 or by appointment

Required lab material
Field notebook, dissecting kit
Optional text options that are optional (earlier editions are fine) and not compulsory
Alcock, J.  2009.  Animal behavior, 9th edition.  Sinauer Associates, Sunderland, Massachusetts, USA.

Dugatkin, L.A.  2008.  Principles of animal behavior, 2nd edition.  W. W. Norton, New York, USA.

Goodenough, J., McGuire, B., and Jakob, E.  2010.  Perspectives on animal behaviour, 3rd edition.  Wiley, Hoboken, New Jersey, USA. 
Outline

We will explore animal behaviour in an ecological and evolutionary context.  The course will consider the diversity, ultimate functions, and proximate controls of behaviour.  Labs will focus on specific species and specific behaviours, whereas the course will provide evolutionary contexts that have selected for the behaviours you will observe.  Audiovisuals cannot be borrowed if you miss them, but you might find them in the library.
Depending on time constraints, topics may include foundations of animal behaviour, a case study on infanticide, how to demonstrate adaptation, tradeoffs, foraging, escaping predators, communication, sexual selection, sexual reproduction, parental care, group-living, territoriality, altruism, genes, nerve cells and sensory processing, hormones, reproductive behaviours, development, biological clocks, and a case study on bird song.
Dead animals and dissections are distinct possibilities in the course.  If enrolment is above 24, you will only have labs in alternate weeks; check powerpoints for details.  
Grading scheme and important dates
Attendance at labs is compulsory.  The schedule is subject to change because of constraints on facilities and availability of materials and personnel.  If there are changes, I will update as soon as I know details.  Hard copies of lab assignments are due by 1600 in main office of Biology for your specific lab slot; you must also email me an electronic copy of your file with title format “L#YourLastName.doc” (e.g., L1Shutler.doc).  Each assignment is marked out of 100; see writing handout.  Assignments that are 1 day late are marked out of 90, 2 days late out of 80, etc.
WARNING:  IPODS AND ELECTRONIC TRANSLATORS 
ARE NOT PERMITTED IN EXAMS
Marking scheme.
	Item
	Value

	Participation (0 if any lab missed), esp. asking and answering questions
	5

	Report 1
	15

	Report 2
	20

	Midterm
	25

	Cumulative final (weighted to post-midterm lectures)
	35


Tentative timing of events.
	Date
	Event
	Notes

	10 Jan
	No lab
	Read lab exercise 1; see line below this one

	17 Jan
	A Design an expt 
	Start thinking about this in advance; basis of Report 1

	24 Jan
	B Design an expt
	

	31 Jan
	A Report 1 due

A mealworms
	Submit hard copy along with hard copy of Canadian Journal of Zoology (CJZ) article

	7 Feb
	B Report 1 due

B mealworms
	Submit hard copy along with hard copy of Canadian Journal of Zoology (CJZ) article

	14 Feb
	Midterm, No lab unless to replace snow day
	

	16 Feb
	Biofeedback
	Responsible for knowing content of presentations during lecture hours

	18-26 Feb
	Study days
	Study in a daze

	28 Feb
	A crickets
	

	7 Mar
	B crickets
	

	14 Mar
	A & B Bird behaviour
	Outdoors; dress appropriately

	21 Mar
	A & B Bird observations
	Outdoors; dress appropriately

	28 Mar
	A & B Bird observations
	Outdoors; dress appropriately

	4 Apr
	No lab; Report 2 due
	

	TBA
	Cumulative final exam
	Study like madder


If you are a student with a documented disability who anticipates needing supports or accommodations, please contact Dr. Abu Kamara, Coordinator, Accessible Learning Services at 902-585-1291, abu.kamara@acadiau.ca or Kathy O’Rourke, Disability Resource Facilitator at 902-585-1823, disability.access@acadiau.ca.  Accessible Learning Services is located in the Fountain Commons, Lower Level.

The Writing Centre offers free help to all students wishing to improve their writing skills. You can sign up online today:  To book a one-on-one appointment with a writing tutor, click here:  
writingcentre.acadiau.ca/writing-tutorials.html

Books and journal articles from the library can improve your assignments, labs, and papers.  Visit the library at http://library.acadiau.ca.  View resources specifically selected for your course at http://libguides.acadiau.ca/biol and contact the biology librarian at jennifer.richard@acadiau.ca for research help.

Students interested in booking a tutor should email tutoring@acadiau.ca, or visit our website:  ttp://tutoring.acadiau.ca/.  Charlotte Rogers, BA, MA, Academic Support Program and Tutoring Service Coordinator, Student Services

The use of animals in teaching and research at Acadia University is done in accordance with guidelines on the care and use of animals published by the Canadian Council of Animal Care (CCAC).  For more information on the CCAC, please visit their website at http://www.ccac.ca/.
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