Animal Behaviour (BIOL 3143 X2 / 3140L) 2009
Dr. Dave Shutler (Leader and hero):  Biology 430; 585-1354; dave.shutler@acadiau.ca
Dawn Miner & Tanya Morse (Animal Care Facility):  Biology 134; 585-1188; dawn.miner@acadiau.ca & tanya.morse@acadiau.ca
Prerequisites:  Sense of Humour (DAVE 101), Biology Core, Biodiversity of Animals (BIOL 1123) OR Comparative Psychology (PSYC 3133); Recommended:  Vertebrate Physiology II (BIOL 3183)

Lectures:  Tue and Thu 0830-1000 (Slot 11) in TBA
Labs:  Tue or Thu 1330-1630 (Slot 27 or 29) in various locations
Office hours:  Wed 0830-1130 or by appointment

Required lab material:

Field notebook, dissecting kit
Optional text options:  

Alcock, J.  2005.  Animal behavior, 8th edition.  Sinauer Associates, Sunderland, MA.

or

Dugatkin, L. A.  2004 or 2008.  Principles of animal behavior.  W. W. Norton, New York.  

or

McFarland, D.  1999.  Animal behaviour, 3rd edition.  Longman, Don Mills, Ontario.

Outline

We will explore animal behaviour in an ecological and evolutionary context.  The course will consider both diversity and ultimate functions of behaviours as well as proximate control of behaviour.  Labs will focus on specific species and specific behaviours, whereas the course will provide evolutionary contexts that have selected for the behaviours you will observe.  VIDEOS CAN NOT BE BORROWED IF YOU MISS THEM, but you might find them in the library.

Topics:  History of animal behaviour, case study on infanticide, demonstrating adaptation, foraging, escaping predators, communication, sexual reproduction, sexual selection, parental care, group-living, territoriality, altruism, genes, nerve cells and sensory processing, hormones, reproductive behaviours, development, biological clocks, bird song.

Tentative lab schedule
	Topic
	Week of
	Outcome

	Design an experiment 
	
	Basis of report 1

	Behaviour of zebra finches, Siamese fighting fish, crickets
	
	

	Behaviour of zebra finches, Siamese fighting fish, crickets
	
	Report 1 due

	Moths or something else
	
	Basis of report 2

	Biofeedback
	
	

	Break
	
	

	Behaviour of zebra finches, Siamese fighting fish, crickets
	
	Report 2 due

	Behaviour of zebra finches, Siamese fighting fish, crickets
	
	

	Observing wild animals (dress warm; outdoors!)
	
	

	Observing wild animals (dress warm; outdoors!)
	
	Basis of report 3

	Manipulation of host behaviour by parasites
	
	

	Optimal foraging computer lab
	
	Report 3 due


The schedule is subject to change because of constraints on facilities and availability of materials and personnel.  If there are changes, I will update as soon as I know details.  

Important dates and percent value (lab assignments due by 1600 in main office of Biology or under door of my office for your specific lab-day (i.e., Tue or Thu)).  Each assignment is marked out of 100; assignments that are 1 day late are marked out of 90, 2 days late out of 80, etc.
	Event
	Date
	%

	Report 1, 10% lost per day late
	27 or 29 Jan
	5

	Midterm exam
	10 Feb
	25

	Report 2, 10% lost per day late
	24 or 26 Feb
	10

	Report 3, 10% lost per day late
	31 Mar or 2 Apr
	15

	Participation (qs in class, sticking around to collect data,  completing lab exercises)
	Throughout
	5

	Comprehensive final exam
	TBA
	40


If you are a student with a documented disability who anticipates needing accommodations in this course, please inform me after you meet with Jill or Suzanne in Disability/Access Services, in the Student Resource Centre, lower floor of the old SUB.   jill.davies@acadiau.ca 585-1127 or suzanne.robicheau@acadiau.ca  585-1913.

WARNING:  IPODS AND ELECTRONIC TRANSLATORS 
ARE NOT PERMITTED IN EXAMS
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