
,' ' . 
. c '& CANADIAN NATIONAL PARKS 
ASSOCIA~ON: GRASS ROOTS ADVOCATES 

- FOR NATIONAT, C W G E  

S.E. Markham (Acadia Univemity, Cunada) 

T h c  Canadian National Parks Association kgaa in I923 as an 
advocacy p u p  with s h n g  t i t s  to the Alpine CIub of Canada 

/' which ntlsmptul to pratsct a national park in the Roshy 
/; - 

Mountains against dcvclopmcnt and lzsourec exhction. 
, However, when itp first issue was rcsolvcd, the p u p  changed 

' its maudate to promote d o n  in the out of doors. The 
t 

' organization through its cxwtive, individual members and 
member organizations worked throughout the 1930's to pro- 

- mote govanmtnt involvcmcnt ia recreation cithg the various 
hefits to individual and community health and using as its 
mdcl the German "out into the openw movcmcnt. In the late 
1930's tbc mandate cham@ again to promote m l i o a a l  
h v e I  with issues ofparks, highways and the prcser~ation of 
scenery. The CNPA limped through the war years, again 
pick4 up its interest in active outdoor remeation, then disap- 

. p c d  after 1952. This study includes the hvtstigation of 
Canadkin National Parks Assmiation materials to show its 
view of m t i o n ,  the roIc of its Exccutivc Sccrdary, WJ-S. 
Walker, the makcup of its membership, the- impact of tbt 
mcmbmhip on tbc Association's policies and thc influences 
of the Association on the dtvclopment of national -tion 
and physical activity d c t s  in Canada. 


